
 

Recipient of the 2009 LuLu Award of Excellence for Parish Newsletters 

A Message 

from Leslie 
2 

The  

Deaconõs 

Bench 

3 

From the 

UTO  

coordinator 

4 

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 
5 

Thanks be  

to GOD! 

5 

 

Parish Album 

Easter & The 

Bishopõs  

6-7 

Good  

Shepherd  

Sunday School 

9 

Fiddlehead 

Supper   
10 

 M a y  2 0 1 0 

Inside: 

  Chu rch  o f  t he  Good  Shepherd  Ep iscopa l 

Hou l t on ,  Ma ine  

www.goodshepherdhoulton.org 

Bishop Steveõs Visitation Sermon, Easter 2, April 11, 2010 

 Acts 5:27-32; Psalm  18:14 -29; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31  

 It is very difficult not to apply contemporary standards of judgment to a  
story we read in the Bible. We live 
now in a time when radical skepticism 
is foundational both to science and  
philosophy.  We live in a post-modern 
world that is struggling to come to 
terms with the Theory of Relativity, 
the Uncertainty Principle, Chaos   
Theory, and the Butterfly Effect. Our   
science has pointed us to a world    
beyond certainty, where the observer 
of any phenomena is seen to affect 
what is  observed, where time is      
understood as a dimension which can 
be distorted, where light is understood 
both as a wave and a particle. Nothing 
can be accepted at face value, but 
must be examined for patterns and for         
relationships. 

 We live in a world where authority is distrusted, where children are taught to 
suspect the advertising that bombards them from every side, where political leaders 
"spin" the truth, where every event is soon followed by a   conspiracy theory to    
explain it. We are skeptical of what our leaders tell us, of what our newspapers print, 
of anything that passes for conventional or even scientific wisdom. 

 In contemporary western society we're all from Missouri. We all want proof. 
We all want explanations that meet our personal tests of validity. 

 And none of this applies to Thomas. Thomas was not a post-modern man. 
He was not a rationalist looking for a scientific explanation of a miracle.                  

 

Continued on page 8 
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John 10: 14-16   

"I am the good 

shepherd;   

I know my sheep 

and my sheep 

know meñ just 

as the Father 

knows me and I 

know the  

Fatherñand I lay 

down my life for 

the sheep. I have 

other sheep that 

are not of this 

sheep pen. I must 

bring them also. 

They too will  

listen to my 

voice, and there 

shall be one 

flock and one 

shepherd. 

A Message from Leslie+ 

The Rev. Leslie Nesin 

 Holy Week is past. The Bishop 

has had his visit.  And I am still resting 

in and reflecting on both events!  Some 

of you walked the entire way with us;  I 

hope you felt the power of doing 

that.  For me, some years are more   

fulfilling than others; this was one such 

time.  When, during the Vigil on       

Saturday evening, I called out, "Alleluia, 

Christ is risen!" I could have cried, it 

seemed to mean so very much.  To 

quote John Wesley, "I felt my heart 

strangely warmed." 

  The choir, too, lifted me.  The 

trumpet and the flute. The "joyful 

noise."  All the sounds of victory--

Christ's victory over all that would stifle 

and kill him, and us. 

 And so sustained by the great 

high holy days of Easter, we travel on 

toward Pentecost and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit.  We look forward to 

the resurrection of our gardens, the  

respite of the coming season, the long 

lovely days of sparkling waters and 

budding trees.  May the joy of these 

things simply reflect the resurrection of 

our own hearts.      Leslie+ 

  

 A Traditional Irish Blessing                     

May the blessing of light be on you, 

light without and light within.  May the 

blessed sunshine shine on you and 

warm your heart till it glows like a great 

peat fire, so that the stranger may come 

and warm himself at it, and also a 

friend. 

And may the light shine out of the two 

eyes of you, like a candle set in the two 

windows of a house, bidding the wan-

derer come in out of the storm, and 

may the blessings of the rain be on you

--the soft, sweet rain.  May it fall upon 

your spirit so that all the little flowers 

may spring up and shed their sweetness 

on the air.  And may the blessings of 

the Great Rains be on you, may they 

beat upon your spirit and wash it fair 

and clean, and leave there many a shin-

ing pool where the blue of heaven 

shines, and sometimes a star. 

    And may the blessing of the Earth 

be on you--the great round earth; may 

you ever have a kindly greeting for 

those you pass as you're going along 

the roads.  May the earth be soft under 

you when you rest upon it, tired at the 

end of a day, and may it rest easy over 

you when at the last, you lay out under 

it; may it rest so lightly over you that 

your soul may be off from under it 

quickly and up and off, and on its way 

to God.  And now may the Lord bless 

you all and bless you kindly.                          



From the Deaconõs Bench 
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Dear Friends, 

 After my  

ordination in 2003, I  

became a member of  

the Southern Aroostook  

Ministerial Association   

(SAMA) and shortly thereafter became the 

SAMA representative to the Houlton Regional 

Hospitalõs Community Relations Board.  After 

becoming chairman of  that board, I was asked 

to join the Hospitalõs Board of Trustees.  This 

past month I became Vice President of  the 

Board of  Trustees, and so it is with that hat on 

as your deacon, that I want to communicate 

some useful and important information. 

  Following a hospital stay, you are sent a 

survey to complete regarding your satisfaction 

or dissatisfaction during your hospital 

stay.  This survey is important to hospital ad-

ministration because it provides feed back. 

The hospital needs to hear from you in order 

to make changes and corrections.  The survey 

is sent by a disinterested third-party organiza-

tion,  and all replies are entirely confidential.  

 Secondly, if  you experience any prob-

lem at Houlton Hospital, please write a letter 

describing your grievance directly to hospital 

administration, so that proper action can be 

taken.  Donõt just tell your best friend or let the 

problem festerñwrite Thomas Moakler, CEO 

of  Houlton Regional, so that the problem can 

be brought to the attention of  the administra-

tion and can be addressed.  If you donõt tell 

them, they canõt fix it!  

  It is our community hospital, and with 

your participation, we can endeavor to make it    

better!        

                                      Faithfully,  Jessie  

The Rev. Jessie Drysdale 

From the editor ... Corky Pinette     
        Michael and I first met when he 
was knee-high to-a-grasshopper.  We 

have grown up together in our faith family.  I was 
a late bloomer.  He is in glorious full bloom at the 
ripe old age of 17; just about to graduate from 
high school.  We have forged many special      
connections over the years, but my favorite is our 
hugs.  In the beginning, he barely came up to my 
waist, but I would bend down so we were at about 
the same level and weõd swap ferocious, happy 
hugs.  Our birthdays are close together, so most 
years we would go to receive our anniversary 
blessing side-by-side and, of course, share hugs.  

 There are probably times when it isnõt the 
     cool teenage thing to do, but that never stops   

Michael from greeting me with his brilliant smile and 
hugs whenever, wherever our paths cross.   
 Michaelõs mother is a dear friend (also great at 
hugs) and she contacted his ôextended familyõ this past 
week asking for prayers for Michael as he went before 
the Eagle Scout board of review on May 3.  We prayed 
hard. Thanks be to God! ... he passed and we will soon 
gather to celebrate his achievement. We were each  
asked to send congratulations and share a Michael 
story for a book his mother will prepare for him.  This 
is (an abbreviated version of) mine.  

 Iõll probably need a box of tissues. Now tall, 
handsome and so grown up, he is the one who bends 
down,  but that is no obstacle to our celebratory hugs. 

Where eagles soar & hug!  

A faith community story                 
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Beer, Beer, Beer 
Got your attention? Good.  

 Ben Franklin,  a wine 
lover, is credited with saying: 
"Beer is proof  that God loves 
us and wants us to be happy". 

I think the saying is better 
credited to Martin  
Luther who wrote 
'Ich sitze hier und 
trinke mein gutes 
Wittenburgerisch 
Bier und das Reich 
Gottes kommt von 
ganz alleine."   
(roughly translated,   
ôI sit here and drink my good  
Wittenburgerisch beer and the  
kingdom of  God comes by itself.)   
Well, Amen to that! 

  So, this summer every 
time that you have a nice  
refreshing beer (or wine, or 
lemonade ) think warm and 
thankful thoughts to God who 
provides us with such bounty.   
Most folk on this earth are not 
as blessed as we are!  It is only 
meet, right and salutary then, 

that we should, at that time and 
place,  give an expression of  
our gratitude with a nickel, 
dime, or quarter into the little 
blue box (or any container of  

your choosing) for 
the United Thank 
Offering. UTO !   
 Yep.  Time 
to share folks.  
And, if  your 
happy moments 
are marked with 
stronger spirits 

than beer or wine é give 
MORE.   The funds from UTO 
will help parish projects around 
the world and even right here in 
Maine -- anywhere that folks 
are not as blessed as we 
are.   DO IT.   We will collect 
your coin containers (or checks) 
at an Ingathering at  
Thanksgiving time. 

 Jeff Prozzo,  
Parish UTO Coordinator 

 

John 17: 20-21    
Jesus Prays for  
All Believers 
20 "My prayer is 

not for them 

alone. I pray also 

for those who 

will believe in me 

through their  

message, 21 that  

all of them may  

be one ... 

The United Thank Offering Prayer. 
Heavenly God, Source of all creation, all love, all true joy; accept 

we pray, these outward signs of our profound and continuing 

thankfulness for all of life. Bless those who will benefit from these gifts 

through the Outreach of United Thank Offering, and keep each one of us 

ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and challenge that come our way, 

through him who is the greatest gift and blessing of all, Jesus Christ our 

Saviour.  Amen.  
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 

 Do we  

have your  

special date?   

 

 

Please 

let us  

know!  

 

corkysp@gmail.com 

(207)-659-5429 

May Birthday   Anniversary 

 1   Delucca, Nicolas,  Wellington, Robert,  Clark, Colleen  

 7 Delano, Tyler 

 9         Wellington, Ryan 

 13 Nelson, Gene 

 14 Nesin, Rev. Leslie 

 24 Butler, Rev. Robert,  Mooers, David 

 29 Toby, Amy 

June  Birthday   Anniversary 

 13  Grant, Connor 

 14    Coville, Daniel 

 17     Bossie, Gary and Alison 

 19   Flemington, David 

 20 Habrle, Roger and Jacobs, Dan 

 30  Chase Sharon 

July   Birthday   Anniversary 

 3 Plumer, Rev. David 

 7 Mooers, Molly 

 24   Grant, Ellie 

 27     Bossie, Harold and Shirley 

 

        

 

                                                               

For Dale Holden's music ministry among us.  We appreciate her so much! 
  

For the hard work and dedication of the choir and the altar guild  

during Holy Week, Easter, and the Bishop's visitation. 
  

For  Kevin Kinsey, candidate for Holy Orders from Fort Fairfield, who has 

been our mentored practice student this academic year.  Kevin's talents are 
many, and he has become a beloved part of our life. We wish him well as we 
say Godspeed on the last Sunday of May.   

  

For  Gerald's major gift for the new dishwasher, and for all who contributed 

to get it installed and rewired and working!  We are so grateful to all! 

ThanksThanks be to GOD! Your prayers of thanks are needed here.                                 

mailto:corkysp@gmail.com


 Bishopõs  
Visitation 

P a g e  6  
Parish Album 

April 4, 2010 

He is risen. 

The LORD is  
risen indeed! 

Easter Sunday 

Photos by Michael A. Clark 


